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The Plant Kingdom

When several separate ovaries in one flower unite to produce a
fruit, this fruit is known as an aggregate fruit (Figs. 332, 333;
compare Fig. 334).

Composition of fruits. Some fruits are produced by superior
ovaries, and others by inferior ones. An ovary is said to be wpe-

FIG. 331. Collective fruit of breadfruit (Artocarpus commums)

Left, mature fruit with some of the seed-containing part removed to show
structure (x $). Right, section of inflorescence at time of flowering. At this
stage the ovaries are completely fused together and the form of the inflores-
cence is almost exactly like that of the mature fruit. Note ovaries with styles
running outward and each terminating in two stigmas
rior when the point of attachment of the calyx and corolla is below
the ovary (Figs. 283, 284, 300), and inferior when the point of
attachment is above the ovary (Figs. 291, 316, 299), as in epigy-
nous flowers. In the latter case the torus may be considered as hav-
ing a bottlelike form, at the summit of which the calyx, corolla,
and stamens are attached. In such cases the torus takes part in
the formation of the fruit. When the fruit is derived from a su-
perior ovary, the remains of the calyx can frequently be found at